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Maple refers to the flavor of maple syrup, a reduction of
sap taken from the maple tree. Maple sugar, which is about
twice as sweet as white sugar, can be created when maple
syrup is boiled until all of the water has evaporated. It is
best described as a unique ingredient with a silky-texture
and a sweet distinctive flavor. It is best known for topping
pancakes and waffles, but also used for or marinades, baking
and cocktails. This sweet syrup is also one of the most used
natural sweeteners. Let’s take a closer look at maple on the
menu, in social media, and in new products.

MAPLE

On foodnetwork.com. 2,665

Social Listening Summary
We conducted a social listening analysis on maple covering the
previous 12 months. An overview is provided below.

2,665
MAPLE RECIPES ON
FOODNETWORK.COM

855,452

Mentions in the
Past Year

53%
Female

recipes appear when you search
Maple. Recipes vary from savory
dishes to sweet drinks and treats.
Some very popular recipes were
of course buttermilk pancakes,
butternut squash soup with maple
sour cream and sour cream
coffee cake with a maple syrup
glaze.

Key Consumer Voice

POPULAR POSTS

Short & Sweet & Savory Too!
Wondering how maple has brought so many fun dishes,
drinks and desserts to the table? Us too. A recipe in Bon

Twitter: @diethood posted a recipe for a Maple Bacon
Wrapped Brussel Sprouts with a description of “You’ll
love these show stopping Maple Bacon-Wrapped
Brussels Sprouts, especially for the holidays! Brussels
sprouts get the royal treatment with a delicious maple

Appetit highlights how easy it can be

glaze and smokey bacon wrap!”

Bon Appetit, they feature

to candy your favorite nut with
maple to gussy up your dessert.
In the May 2021 edition of
Short is Sweet (and Savory!)

Blog: Freshwater Feasts posted a recipe for Autumn
Acorn Squash Bake that is a vegan- and vegetarianfriendly dish that includes maple syrup, wild rice,
chopped walnuts and dried Michigan cherries.

summer recipes that can be
done in 30 minutes or less.
One of the recipes is RumSoaked Fruit Sundaes, showcasing
how to mull fruit with rum for a dazzling and boozy dessert
that is topped with a coconut crunch featuring maple syrup.

Source: NetBase

MAPLE

ON THE MENU

Maple is found on 22% of

2,849
MAPLE
MENTIONS ON
THE MENU IN 2020

all restaurant menus and is
showing 21% growth since
2016. Casual dining is the top
restaurant segment, with entrée
and beverages as the top menu
sections with the most maple
flavored menu items. Entrées
account for 50% of all maple
flavored menu items.

Source: Datassential

MENU MENTIONS:
• Maple Bacon Milkshake: A vanilla milkshake blended with
sweet maple glaze and original hickory-smoked bacon pieces.
Crowned with whipped topping, a drizzle of maple glaze and a
slice of candied bacon. | IHOP
• Maple Kissed Sweet Potatoes: Roasted sweet potatoes toppled
with a maple glaze. | Tropical Smoothie Cafe
• Black Walnut Old Fashioned with Maple Syrup: Basil Haydens
bourbon, orange peel, maple syrup, a dash of black walnut
bitters & fresh rosemary.

Add Maple Syrup to
Your Charcuterie
The basic and beautiful charcuterie board includes an assortment
of meats, cheeses, artisan breads, olives, fruit, and nuts but
consumers wonder how they can make theirs unique? Lately,
consumers are looking for the trendy, “wow” factor on their
charcuterie board and an article from Feast and Fields found
the perfect ingredients. They recommend pairing a sweet with
a savory, for example gouda and maple syrup. Along with many
other ways to make a board stand out using unique, surprising
ingredients is the finest way.

MAPLE

FEHLBERG’S MAPLE BOURBON

Global New Product Introductions: 2015-2020

FLAVORED CUCUMBER SPEARS:
this product is described as crisp
and crunchy and as a perfect
accompaniment for sandwiches,

GLOBAL FAST FACTS:

2,245
MAPLE FLAVORED
NEW PRODUCT
INTRODUCTIONS

it is said to be sweet and smoky.

• NORTH AMERICA is the top global

| Australia

• SYRUP is the top product sub-

MORRISONS PECAN & MAPLE

region for maple flavored new
product introductions with Asia
Pacific coming in second.

category globally for maple flavored
new products.

• PECAN is the top flavor paired with
maple globally.

FLAVOR BALLS: this vegan
product is described as date and
cashew plant-based balls with
soya crunchies, pecan nuts and
maple flavor, and coated in ground
almonds. | UK

TOP MAPLE FLAVORED PRODUCT SUB-CATEGORIES
Syrups
5%
5%
20%

Cakes, Pastries & Sweet
Goods

SAINSBURY’S MAPLE & BLACK PEPPER

Cold Cereals

product is described as smoked over

SCOTTISH SMOKED SALMON: This
oak wood and finished with sweet

6%

7%

Snack/Cereal/Energy
Bars

maple syrup and a sprinkle of cracked

Meat Products

sourced from locations around the

black pepper and has been responsibly
West of Scotland from farms. | UK

8%

Hot Cereals

Source: Mintel GNPD

MAPLE

ALDI SPECIALLY SELECTED PORK

North America New Product Introductions: 2015-2020

MEATBALLS WITH MAPLE & BACON
SEASONING: is fully cooked and
contains 15g of protein per serving.
44% of consumers stated they would

NORTH AMERICA FAST FACTS:
• NORTH AMERICA accounts for

993

22% of all maple flavored new
product introductions.

likely or definitely buy this product,
significantly outperforming its
subcategory. | USA

• SYRUP is the top product subcategory for maple flavored new
products.

MAPLE FLAVORED
NEW PRODUCT
INTRODUCTIONS

• BROWN SUGAR is the top flavor
paired with maple.

TRADER JOE’S MAPLE ESPRESSO
BLACK TEA BLEND: this tea is naturally
flavored with other natural flavors. The
tea is said to be espresso-infused, bold
and delicious. 34% of consumers stated
they would likely or definitely buy this
product, significantly outperforming its

TOP MAPLE PRODUCT SUB-CATEGORIES

subcategory. | USA

Syrups
4%
4%

13%

4%

Cold Cereals

SIMPLE TRUTH FREE FROM MAPLE
PECAN FLAVORED OATMILK NON-DAIRY

Hot Cereals

FROZEN DESSERT: This plant based

Meat Products

delicious, is free from lactose, dairy and

product is described as rich, creamy and
GMO. 39% of consumers stated they

6%
7%
6%

Snack/Cereal/Energy
Bars

would likely or definitely buy this product,
outperforming its subcategory. | USA

Sweet Biscuits/Cookies

Source: Mintel GNPD

THE TAKEAWAYS
Maple is showing 26% growth from 2019-2020 with products
appearing across the globe. We are also spotting growth in maple
flavored menu items with 21% growth since 2016. Casual dining
is the top restaurant segment and entrées account for 50% of all
maple flavored menu items. Maple is being used in so many ways
beyond just topping your pancakes and waffles and has expanded
into so many new product categories and even being used as a
natural sweetener. The question is—is maple on your Flavor Radar?

SOURCES:

YOU DESERVE MORE. LET’S GET STARTED.
What does true partnership look like? You deserve a flavor partner ready to turn these
trends into the tangible.
Let FONA’s market insight and research experts get to work for you. Translate these
trends into bold new ideas for your brand. Increase market share and get to your
“what’s next.” Our technical flavor and product development experts are also at
your service to help meet the labeling and flavor profile needs for your products
to capitalize on this consumer trend. Let’s mesh the complexities of flavor with
your brand development, technical requirements and regulatory needs to deliver a
complete taste solution.
From concept to manufacturing, we’re here for you — every step of the way. Contact
our sales service department at 630.578.8600 to request a flavor sample or chat us up
at www.fona.com/contact-fona/
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